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Fountainhead’s questions to ask when researching your
child’s future preschool.

-make a copy of this checklist for each school you visit-

Place a check in the box if the program meets your expectations.

Curriculum Notes

Is there a mix of teacher-initiated group activities and
child-chosen individual activities?

Do the children have daily outdoor play with access to age
appropriate playground equipment?

Does each child have her own record of growth and progress2

Do the children work creatively on open-ended art projects
and activities to nurture their social skills and creativity 2

Is there a schedule to ensure your child is with the same
teacher(s) every day?e

Does the program emphasize school readiness skills, such as
phonetics, vocabulary building, pre-writing and math?2

Do you see specific and well thought out activities available to
the children?

Are the children respectful of each othere Are they engaged
in activities?

What is the centers policy on discipline? s it positive with an
educational approach?

Are there on-site field trips, ie., special enrichment programs
brought to the schoole

Teachers

Are teachers respectful, and helping children in a manner that
encourages learning and foster life long skillsg

Do the teachers work together to create a warm, loving, and
caring environmente

Are there long-term consistent teachers in the classroomse Ask
how long they have been with the center.

Does the center have on-site, regular substitutes?
Are teachers assessed on a regular basis?

What type of fraining do the teachers receive? Do they have
an opportunity for ongoing education?

Are teachers rewarded for continuing education?
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The Center Notes

Were you welcomed for the facility tour?
Are the Director and teachers open to questions?

Is the physical environment built to the child, i.e., lower tables
chairs, counters, sinks, toilets, etc?2 This is an environment for a
child, not an adult.

Do you see children doing age appropriate work, not just
playing with plastic toys?

Do children spend quality time outside?
Do they have a designated music and movement program?
Is the facility secure?2 Did they ask for identification?

Are healthy foods served? Whole grains, fruits, and
vegetables?e

Are children encouraged to wash hands and practice good
hygiene?

Does the center allow for flexibility in schedulese Can you use
before and after care with 24 hours notice?

Are there hidden or extra costs?

Is there a way for the center to communicate online to let
parents know about critical dates and center activities?

Are there opportunities for parents to meet together and be
involved as a group?¢

Health & Safety

A vitally important part of any visit is determining that the
facility makes your child's health and safety their top priority.
Things to look for:

e Daily cleaning of tables, chairs, works

e Is the center professionally cleaned?

e Are the outdoor and indoor facilities safe and child
appropriate?

Safe surfaces on the playground?

Does the center have a formal iliness policy?

Are the teachers routinely trained in life safety procedures?
Does the center have a disaster and earthquake plan?
Does the center have food, water, and emergency
supplies in case of a large scale emergency?
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